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The railroad wich runa throush the Velah concentration carps, which lie ap- 
proximately 250 kilometers northeast of Kirov, was begun in 1937 as an exten 
sion of the Yar-Rudnichny line. By Ausust 1946, the Line extended arproxinately 
90 Icilometera northwest of Rudnichny to Camp 16, The Russians intended to ox- 
tend the line even further go that a junction wt th the Hotter oni te railroad 


s might. be affected. 
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av Exiles pers ently... established in the tou of fadnichny are employed in the’ . 
Shearby 2 inerors mines.) The ore is loaded on f¥ei7ht cars and sent by rad 
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vie Yar the interior of Russia, These mines do not cone under the J-ris- 
diction ot the Local pened camp administration. 


Canp 9 of the Vetiah system contains a Jumbor nll which employe about 150 
voniere an 20.to 25 technicians and administrative porsomnel. The rit, waich 
is powered by electrielty, produces planks and railroad ties out of pine, Pir, 
and biregs wood, Camp 9 also employs a special group of 150 prisoners (bri; pada 
diya podgotovid avie ioga). The proun ies divided Into threa sections, The first 


' geetion, connistin= of 49 persons, finds, marks, and catalogues biraza trees 


suitable for processing into rifle butts and stocks, airplane parts, and venser. 
The second section, consisting of 70 to 99 persons, fells the trees marked bythe 
first section... The third eects doss the rouch shaping of Junber suitable for 
rifle stocks. 


Lunber MAIL No. ib is located hetioen Camp 5 and the tom of Les GneYe» It employs 
$00 to-1,200 workers, 10 to 15 technicians, and 8 te 10 clerks. Tvo electric 
nonorators which are powered by wood-fired steam envines drive the more than 
tuenty machines at the mill, The mill produces planks, railroad ties, anid tuo 
types of enmunition boxess .65 to .70m, by 40m. and 1,30 m, “y «60 nm. The 
ammunition boxes are not assembled in the rill, bub are chirped in sections to 
the interior. Three hundred carloads of lumber are shippe out of the nil) 
every nonth, This ineludes 60 to $0 SEONG of anrunition hoses. . 
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Camp 5, uhich was directed ty one Valkovieh in 1946, contains a mill which 
mreduces proteins fron the funed which are cultivated in decomposed sawlust 
and shavines.” Large barrels are filled three-quarters full vith sawlust - 
then water is added until it reaches 4 level 40 om. above the saudust, and 
Tinaliy certain acids are addad, The savdust is decermosed by steam until 
surar anountine to from 4 to 6 nereent of the original tlk is extracted. 
Ponei are added to the mois sugar, and these rrow, rultiply, and mature 
withia six to eicht hours. ‘hen the funcd mature, they are collected in 
special filters, and a srey substance, called "droghzhs" (yeast, ferment) 
in Russian, is obtained. This thiek, yorurt-like mass is used ag food for 
prisoners ag a substdinte for neat proteins. Three hundred kilograns of 
"droehehi" are produced daily and shipped off to the yorisus renal canpe in 
notitery containers, Approximately 40 vworters are employed in the protein 


piant. Steam is broucht to the plant from Lombar Mil Ne. 1, 25X1A6a 


The production of preteias from faudust was develored in OYPMANY , 
‘here in 1936 it beran to be arplied indistrially. The process was based 
on the rnltiplication of protein-rich fungi vhich were fed with SUPAY proe 
duced from cellulose, The rracessing of cheap celinicses, such as sawiuct 
and shavines, was aceonnLished by means of sulphurie acid » which hydrolises 
the sugar. German scientists isolated a special species of funeus which 
(a) contained the masxdmur amount of proteins; (b) vas rich in all the vitae 
tins useful and necessary Sor huran health: and (ec) in contrast to other 
funei, was apaerobic, Thus > the cultivation of these fungi did not require 
rich spiee, and the cost of rroduction was reduced. The Gormens used these 
proteins as food for hwran conrumption, Since the Russtans are now using 
aaudust for the production of proteins, it anrears likely that they have en- 
eared German selentists who were doing the same vork under the Nazis.) 


Ganp 5 also contains a railroad car repair shop. orl on the esnstruction 
of the shop bepan in April 19453 by Aumist 1946, tualve tilldings bad been 
completed, Licht of these buildings vere tueestory structures and reasured 
1S by 12 meters, The vest had only one story and measured 10 by 8 neters. 
814 were constructed of wood on brick foundations. Plana called for the 
erection of a total of 22 buildings, About 190 prisoners of war and 300 de~ 


portees vere ermaced in the project. It was stated thet the repair shop would 


be im operation by the bevinnine or middle of 19AB, 


4& Clour mill is leeated 1.5 kijometers south of the town of Lesnaya. It con- 
sista of 1O ons=story wooden buildings covering an ares 406 vreters lonc ard 
299 meters wide. The ni2t enploys 90 neisoners, 4 or 5 Prae workers, and 3 
accountants, and onerates 24, hours a day. The daily capacity of 24 tons of 
¥lour and 10 tons of meal was not mot durin’ 1946, since only 450 te 500 tons 
af flour and mea? were nroduced per month, 


An of] distillery is loeated near the aboveenentioned flour mill and uses the 
slectriaity produced by the nilits mower plant. The distillery possesses the 
Sollowine equipment: tuo metal cauldrons with an estimated capacity of 200 
ESlocvams each; one retel cauldren with a oneeton capacity; one vuater pap: tye 
eoolerss tuo lara enake, each 3 retexrs by 1.5 neters; and a stean encine which 
sormviees the diatiliery ag will as the Tesnaya flour mill, Puen yeeicht pri- 
soners vork at the distillery, whieh processes pitch obtained from the roots of 
trees, The witeh is heated in the ty 200k, cauitdrans until it varorizes, 
The vapors ara then cooled and a heavy of2 is obtained, The plant converted 
229 to 406 Jers. of mitch daily into 70 to 20 kes. of motor ofl and 40 tees, of 
pharmaceutical sririts, Tho entire production of the plant wis ecnsumed by 
olher mills and camps in the APO g 
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Lesnaya is served by an! airfield 1.5 kilometers northeast of the tom. 
fo omail passeneer planes regularly Isnded there in 1946, They were used 
te carry mail from “irgy and to transport the adninistrative personnel of 
the various penal eanns. ‘Sithin Lesnaya there are tuo electric power 
plants vhich furnish att to most of the penal carps in the district. 


The headquarters of the Yotlah penal camp syotem is at Lesnaya. The 

general director of the ckrps has full administrative and political authority 
over the prisoners and over those voluntarily living in the vicinity of the 
camps, ‘The post of peneral director was filled by Kuchtikov from 1943 until 
sona tima before Aturcust 1946, when Levensoi took charge. 

The administration of the group of camps is divided into the following sec- 
tions, three of vhich have eection chiefs responsible to the seneral directors 


a, Seetion "A", ‘whieh is headed by the general director, This section is oc- 
eupied with general administrative problens and acta on the basis of the 
Tive-Yéear Plan. Is controls ani directs the construction and extension of 
the various canns and supervises the iork of the other sectionn. It alino 


controls the judicial authority end exeentes all judicial decisions anproved oy 20. i 


b. Soction "BY 4s the personnel section. It keeps the files of all prisoners 
in the Vetlah camp system and prescribes the suitable employrent of inmates 
according to their previoes experience.and capabilities. It observes the 
activities of cach prisoner after he reaches the camps, and this record is 
available for review by the judicial authorities, The section receives and 
checks ney arrivals, removes from the rolis those who have died, and tives 
the necessary documentation to those who Jeave tho camps in accordance with 
orders from hivher authorities, ‘The section also looks after the indoctrins= . 
tion and training of the prisoners. 


a, Section "0". urieh was under the direction of one Yolskii in 1946, controls 
the law enforcemenh personnel and the seeret police and sees to the security 
of the cane system, It places spies amon: the prisoners and anong the free 
eioisens win Live in the vicinity of the canna, Tt brings to court all cases 
involving violations of the lew or breaches of discipline, as well as proese= 
ebing vorkers uhoas production records have fallen below the norm. 


1, Section "0" constitutes the ~uard saction and directa the activities of 600 
to 800 troops and a pack of 40 to 60 trained dons. The muard is commanded 


ES Sod 


ty aa officer uho is usually one of the aides of the general dirocter, 


Attached is a aletch showine the Location of carps in the Vetlah system. 


Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-R -00457R001800480006-38 


wa > 


phere tendon! 


a Hal RAE MED 
ERTS CK 


Seale: 


Nev railvoad to camps 


approx. 13500,000 


GRUTRAL THTLLLIGSNCE AGLNCE 


APTACH SUT I. 


No, 15 ° 


¥ 
rene ne ar fervent 2 


€ 


Now LA 


No. 13 


+ 
ten) ner mmc: ma 


‘. 
No. 220 #\ 
% 


\ 
a 
4. 
+ a 
iq al 
L 
i 
: 
Ty. e 5 
NOs. GO ©& 
° a ae \ Losnoe 
~t “Eo 
Os 5 ei e 
‘ ae ee 
imaber Wilt No. 1 Pye. 


mo 


create yim 
cea rent 


P82-00457 R001800480006-8 


25X1A2g 


Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R001800480006-8 


